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TAGS: MASS KS 

SUBJECT: E4D, MISSILE AND M-16 DECISIONS 

REF: A SEOUL 6648; B SEOUL 6649; SEOUL 6706 

1 . IN REEERENCES A AND B ON MY OCT 7 CONVERSATION 
WITH PRIME MINISTER AND IN REE C, A EOLLOW-UP 
MESSAGE ANALYZING PRIMIN'S REQUEST EOR PERMISSION 
TO PURCHASE EXOCET MISSILE, I URGENTLY REQUESTED 
THE EOLLOWING: 

(1) FAVORABLE DECISION ON E4D SQUADRON AND 
PERMISSION TO INEORM ROKS SOONEST; 

(2) REJECTION OF ROK REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO 
BUY EXOCET; 

(3) A EORTHCOMING COMMENT ON EARLY AVAILABILITY 
OE THE HARPOON MISSILE (TO HELP OEFSET OUR REJECTION 
OE EXOCET); AND 

(4) RESTATEMENT OF OUR POLICY AND/OR STATEMENT 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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OE NEW CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING ROK SALE OE M-16 
TO MOROCCO. 
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IT IS NOW OVER TWO WEEKS SINCE THOSE MESSAGES WERE 
TRANSMITTED AND WE HAVE HAD NO RESPONSE. 

2. EACH OE THESE QUESTIONS IS A MATTER OE SUBSTANTIAL 
AND IMMEDIATE INTEREST AT HIGHEST LEVELS OF ROK 
GOVERNEMNT. QUESTION REGARDING MISSILES AND AIRCRAFT 
ARE AMONG THE HIGHEST IN ROK PRIORITY LISTS AND 
KOREANS HAVE JUSTIFIABLE NEED TO KNOW OUR DECISIONS 
IN ORDER TO PROCEED WITH URGNET DEFENSE AND BUDET 
PLANNING. IN CASE OF EXOCET MISSILE FRENCH ARE 
PRESSING KOREANS HARD, AND IF WE DO NOT RESPOND ROKS 
MIGHT WELL MOVE AHEAD WITH THIS PURCHASE, JUST AS THEY 
DID IN OERLIKKON GUN CASE. THERE IS ESSENTIAL 
DIFFERENCE IN THIS CASE HOWEVER; PURCHASE OF 

EXOCET IS COSTLY AND UNJUSTIFIABLE AND WOULD CAUSE 
US REAL PROBLEMS WHEREAS OERLIKKON PURCHASE WAS NOT 
A PROBLEM. 

3. I AM WELL AWARE THAT DECISIONS SUCH AS THESE 
ARE COMPLEX AND REQUIRE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION. 
INCREASINGLY, HOWEVER, AS ROKS STEP OUT MORE AND 
MORE ON THEIR OWN, WE WILL HAVE TO BE MORE PROMPT 
IN RESPONDING TO THEIR NEEDS AND REQUESTS IF WE 
EXPECT TO EGJEAL HELP AND TO RETAIN OUR POSITION 
OF INFLUENCE IN AREA OF MILITARY SALES. 

4. IN LIGHT OF THESE CONSIDERATIONS I URGE EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE DECISIONS ON ABOVE QUESTIONS THAT WE CAN 
PASS ON TO ROKS. AT VERY MINIMUM I SHOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE SOONEST A STATUS REPORT ON CONSIDERATION THESE 
QUESTIONS. 

SNEIDER 
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